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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Response to Election/Restriction, received on 03/15/2006, has been entered. 
Claims 1-25 and 32-43 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 26-31 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Applicant's election of group I, claims 1-25 and 32-43 1 in the reply filed on 
03/15/2006 is acknowledged. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
03/15/2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8, 11, 13-21 and 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Franklin et al. (Franklin), US Patent No. 5,852,436. 
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5. As to independent claims 1 and 13, Franklin discloses a method in a computer 
having a graphical user interface, comprising steps of: 

creating an electronic sticky note having content (col. 6, lines 7-17: a note object 
(sticky note) is created, and text or other information is filled in the contents of the note 
object); and 

attaching the electronic sticky note to a first item such that at least a portion of 
the content of the electronic sticky note is viewable without opening the first item (col. 1, 
lines 33-45 and col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Fig. 10: the note object is associated 
or attached with window/icon; Fig. 10 shows portions of notes such as "Note from Joe 
Bella", "Vacation Reminder", "Note 1", etc... without opening the node that is associated 
with icon). 

6. As to dependent claim 2, Franklin discloses steps of detaching the electronic 
sticky note from the first item (col. 1, lines 33-45); and 

attaching the electronic sticky note to a second item different from the first item 
(col. 1, lines 33-45). 

7. As to dependent claim 3, Franklin discloses a step of embedding the electronic 
sticky note in the first item (col. 1 , lines 33-54). 
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8. As to dependent claim 4, Franklin discloses steps of detaching the electronic 
sticky note from the first item (col. 1 , lines 33-54 and col. 6, lines 37-54); and 

embedding the electronic sticky note in a second item different from the first item 
(col. 1, lines 33-54 and col. 6, lines 37-54). 

9. As to dependent claim 5, Franklin discloses a step of displaying an icon 
representing the first item, wherein the icon includes an indication of whether the 
electronic sticky note is attached to the first item (col. 1 , lines 33-54). 

10. As to dependent claim 6, Franklin discloses steps of displaying an icon 
representing the first item (Fig. 4A); and 

displaying an indication associated with the icon of whether the electronic sticky 
note is attached to the first item (Fig. 4A). 

11. As to dependent claim 7, Franklin discloses wherein the step of displaying the 
indication includes displaying the indication so as to overlay the icon (Fig. 4B and col. 6, 
lines 18-29). 

12. As to dependent claim 8, Franklin discloses wherein the indication includes at 
least a portion of the content of the electronic sticky note (col. 1, lines 33-45 and col. 7, 
line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Fig. 1 0). 
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13. As to dependent claim 1 1 , Franklin discloses a step of open the electronic sticky 
note without opening the first item (col. 1, lines 33-45 and col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 
and Fig. 10). 

14. As to independent claims 14 and 17, Franklin discloses a method in a computer 
having a graphical user interface, comprising a step of displaying an electronic sticky 
note having a user-selectable portion (col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 45); and 

attaching the electronic sticky note to an underlying item icon in response to the 
user-selectable portion being selected (col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 45). 

15. As to dependent claim 15, Franklin discloses a step of detaching the electronic 
sticky note for the item icon to which it is attached in response to the user-selectable 
portion being selected (col. 6, line 55 - col. 7, line 26). 

16. As to dependent claim 16, Franklin discloses a step of visually indicating that the 
item icon has an attached electronic sticky note (Figs. 7&8). 

17. As to independent claims 18 and 21, Franklin discloses a method in a computer 
having a graphical user interface, comprising a step of displaying an item icon and an 
indication that an electronic sticky note is attached to the item (col. 1, lines 33-45 and 
col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Fig. 10). 
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18. As to dependent claim 19, Franklin discloses wherein the step of displaying 
includes displaying the indication so as to overlay the item icon (Figs. 7&8). 

19. As to dependent claim 20, Franklin discloses wherein the indication is part of the 
item icon (col. 1 , lines 33-45 and col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Figs. 7-10). 

20. As to independent claim 32, Franklin discloses a method in a computer having a 
graphical user interface, comprising steps of: 

adding content to an electronic sticky note (col. 6, lines 7-17: a note object (sticky 
note) is created, and text or other information is filled in the contents of the note object); 
and 

after the step of adding, attaching the electronic sticky note to a first item (col. 1, 
lines 33-45 and col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Fig. 10: the note object is associated 
or attached with window/icon). 

21. As to dependent claim 33, Franklin discloses a step of detaching the electronic 
sticky note from the first item (col. 1, lines 33-45). 

22. As to dependent claim 34, Franklin discloses a step of either attaching or 
embedding the sticky note to or in a second item different from the first item Franklin 
discloses. 
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23. As to independent claim 35, Franklin discloses a method in a computer having a 
graphical user interface, comprising steps of: 

adding content to an electronic sticky note (col. 6, lines 7-17: a note object (sticky 
note) is created, and text or other information is filled in the contents of the note object); 
and 

after the step of adding, embedding the electronic sticky note to a first item (col. 
1, lines 33-45 and col. 7, line 57 - col. 8, line 6 and Fig. 10: the note object is 
associated or attached with window/icon). 

24. As to dependent claim 36, Franklin discloses a step of detaching the electronic 
sticky note from the first item (col. 1 , lines 33-45). 

25. As to dependent claim 37, Franklin discloses a step of either attaching or 
embedding the electronic sticky note in or to a second item different from the first item 
(col. 1 , lines 33-45). 

26. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kasriel, US Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0204490. 

27. As to independent claims 22 and 25, Kasriel discloses a method in a computer 
having a graphical user interface, comprising steps of: 
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browsing to a remotely-generated Internet web page (Abstract: accessing web 
pages); and 

attaching an electronic sticky note to the Internet web page (Abstract and page 2, 
paragraphs [0018]-[0019]: an annotation may be associated with a particular location or 
a particular object within the web page). 

28. As to dependent claim 23, Kasriel discloses a step of generating and storing 
locally at the computer associating information associating the electronic sticky note 
with the Internet web page (page 2, paragraphs [0018]-[0019L. 

29. As to dependent claim 24, Kasriel discloses a step of displaying at least a portion 
of the Internet web page and a visual indication of the electronic sticky note 
simultaneously, the visual indication of the electronic sticky note being displayed at a 
location on the Internet web page in accordance with the associating information (Fig. 2, 
and pages 3-4, paragraphs [0031]-[0033]). 

30. Claims 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Otala 
et al. (Otala), US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0223747. 

31. As to independent claim 38, Otala discloses a method in a computer, comprising 
steps of: 

receiving a first photo file (Abstract: downloading photos); 
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receiving an audio file include audio data and adding the audio data to an 
electronic sticky note (Abstract and page 7, claim 10: audio annotation extracted from a 
connected source, thus the step of adding audio data to annotation must be inherent 
from audio annotation that already exists from the connected source). 

32. As to dependent claim 39, Otala discloses a step of attaching the electronic 
sticky note to the first photo file (Abstract). 

33. As to dependent claim 40, Otala discloses a step of embedding the electronic 
sticky note in the first photo file (Abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

34. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

35. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Franklin as applied to claims 1-8, 11, 13-21 and 32-37 above, and further in view of 
Jakobson, US Patent No. 6,697,838. 
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36. As to dependent claim 9, however Franklin does not explicitly disclose wherein 
the indication further indicates a type of the content of the electronic sticky note. 
Jakobson discloses creating a note file (electronic sticky note) that associated with a 
web site displaying in the web browser window by using voice recognition, keyboard or 
hand-written character, and when click on the button 134a to save the note file, the note 
file will be named with extension ".rff" to indicate the note file is saved in a rich text 
format (col. 6, line 56 - col. 7, line 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Jakobson 
and Franklin to include the indication further indicates a type of the content of the 
electronic sticky note so it would show what type of the note is saved. 

37. As to dependent claim 10, Franklin and Jakobson disclose a step of displaying 
the content of the electronic sticky note in response to hovering over the first item 
(Jakobson, Fig. 2K). 

38. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Franklin 
as applied to claims 1-8, 11, 13-21 and 32-37 above, and further in view of Otala et al. 
(Otala), US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0223747. 

39. As to dependent claim 12, Franklin however does not explicitly disclose wherein 
the content of the electronic sticky note includes audio content. Otala discloses audio 
annotation (electronic sticky note) associated with a downloaded photo (Abstract). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Otala and Franklin to include the content of the 
electronic sticky note includes audio content in order to provide a user the ability to 
create an enhanced photo digital video disc that carries additional information about the 
slide show material that is useful to a DVR. 

40. Claims 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Otala et al. (Otala), US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0223747. 

41. As to dependent claim 41, even though Otala does not explicitly disclose 
replicating the first photo file to create a second photo file, however, Examiner takes 
Official Notice that the use of copying, replicating or duplicating an image/picture/photo 
in computer system as conventional and well-known in the art. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ 
replicating the first photo file to create a second photo file since Examiner takes Official 
Notice that the use of copying, replicating or duplicating an image/picture/photo in 
computer system as conventional and well-known in the art. 

attaching the electronic sticky note to the second photo file (Abstract). 

42. As to dependent claim 42, even though Otala does not explicitly disclose 
replicating the first photo file to create a second photo file, however, Examiner takes 
Official Notice that the use of copying, replicating or duplicating an image/picture/photo 
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in computer system as conventional and well-known in the art. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ 
replicating the first photo file to create a second photo file since Examiner takes Official 
Notice that the use of copying, replicating or duplicating an image/picture/photo in 
computer system as conventional and well-known in the art. 

embedding the electronic sticky note to the second photo file. 

43. Claim 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Otala 
et al. (Otala), US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0223747 as applied to 
claims 38-42 above, and further in view of Balabanovic, US Patent No. 6,624,826. 

44. As to claim 43, Otala discloses limitations as discussed in claims 38-42 above. 
However, Otala does not explicitly disclose wherein the audio file includes a reference 
to the first photo file. Balabanovic discloses audio narrative that includes narration 
thread and one or more references to various types of electronic document, and the 
electronic document can be an image (photo) or web page (col. 8, line 16 - col. 9, line 
6). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Balabanovic and Otala to include the 
audio file includes a reference to the first photo file in order to create a simple and 
effective visual representations for audio documents. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4092. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. On July 15, 2005, the Central Facsimile (FAX) Number will 
change from 703-872-9306 to 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chau Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 
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